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Bridging  of  material  in  feeders  can  impair  the  efficiency 
of  an  automatic  feeding  system.  This  hog-feeder  design 
features  an  accelerator  device  that  provides  a  constant 
flow  of  any  ground  feeding  material.  A  2-foot  arm  is 
attached  to  a  10-inch  wide  agitator  gate.  When  the 
gate  is  agitated  by  a  rooting  hog,  the  arm  moves  up- 
ward and  breaks  the  bridging  of  feed.  This  device  makes 
the  feeder  as  reliable  as  the  other  parts  of  an  auto- 
matic system. 

The  feeder  is  built  directly  on  a  concrete  floor  inside 
a  hog-finishing  building.  The  dimensions  shown  specifi- 
cally fit  onto  a  floor  that  slopes  at  the  rate  of  one-half 
inch  per  foot.  They  can  be  adjusted  to  fit  either  a  flat 
location  or  one  with  a  different  rate  of  slope.  If  the 
feeder  is  located  outside,  it  should  have  a  hinged  roof 
that  can  be  opened  for  filling. 

Filling  may  be  accomplished  by  an  auger  mounted  on 
a  self-unloading  wagon  or  trailer,  a  conveyor  (either 
auger  or  another  type)  over  the  top  of  the  feeder,  or  by 
hand  for  smaller  operations.  Because  of  its  height,  the 
feeder  is  easier  to  fill  from  the  bed  of  a  cart  or  trailer 
than  from  the  floor.  The  long,  tapering  sides  of  the 
feeder  permit  good  flow  of  the  feed. 
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Assemble  the  feeder  in  place.  Screw  or  nail  main  side 
members  to  2-  by  4-inch  sills  that  are  bolted  to  the  floor. 
Place  partition  frames  and  partitions  inside  the  side  rails 
and  brace  with  the  bottom  accelerator  support  boards 
that  run  the  length  of  the  feeder  to  give  longitudinal 
strength.  The  short  accelerator  boards  are  easily  re- 
moved and  replaced  when  necessary.  Place  feeder  sides 
and  ends  on  the  frames  and  install  the  front  flaps  on  the 
accelerator  adjustment  slots.  Worn  parts  can  be  removed 
and  replaced  easily  in  this  assembly. 


FILLING  FEEDERS  FROM  A  BULK  BIN 
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